TAP CHI KINH TE - CONG NGHIEP

NAM BOQ - VUNG PAT TAM LINH
The South - The spiritual land

Pham Thu Hang' va Nguyén Thi My Nhung’

“Khoa Xa hoi Nhan van va Truyén thong, Truong Pai hoc Tay Do, Cén Tho, Viét Nam
phamthuhang80@gmail.com

Tém tit — Bai viét trinh bay su da dang, phong pht va nhing dic diém ndi bat ciia hé thong ton gido
tinh ngudng & Nam B9§. Ngoai cac ton gido du nhp tir nudc ngoai thi & Nam B con c6 cac ton gido ndi
sinh. Thé nhung khong c6 ton gido nao mang tinh dc ton ma cac hé thong t6n gido cling ton tai, dan xen.
Tuy da ton gido nhung hoat dong thdng nhat, moi nguoi ton trong tin ngudng cua nhau, khong d6 ki, chia
1& trong quan diém tim linh. T4t ca tao nén ving dét tim linh Nam Bo dic sic.

Abstract — The article presents the diversity, richness and outstanding features of the religious belief
system in the South. In addition to religions imported from abroad, in the South, there are also endogenous
religions. However, there is no single religion where religious systems coexist and intertwine. Although
they are multi-religious, they operate in unity, people respect each other's beliefs, and are not envious or
divided in spiritual views. All create the unique spiritual land of the South.

Tir khéa — Nam B9, tin ngudng, tam linh, beliefs, spirituality.

1. Giéi thiéu

Tu binh dién vin hoa tin ngudng - ton gido, c6 thé noéi Nam Bo dich thi 1a ving dat tim
linh. B&i ngoai Nam Bo, hdu nhu khong c6 ving dat nao c6 dugc hé thong tin ngudng - ton
gi4o phong pht nhu vay dit méi chi hon 300 nim phat trién. Ngoai nhiing tén gido du nhap tir
nudc ngoai nhu: Thién Chua gido, Hoi gi4o, Tin Lanh, .. cfmg ton tai bén canh Phat gido c6 hé
phai Bac tong va Nam tong; con nhimg t6n gido phat sinh néi tai nhu: Phét gido, Hoa Hao, Cao
Dai, Biru Son Ky Huong, Tir An Hiéu Nghia,... Ngoai cac dao ndi tai mang tam voc quic gia,
con ¢o nhiing dao gido nhé hon & tirng dia phuong: Pao Dura, dao Nim, dao Pat,... Hé théng
tin ngudng tai ving dat nay ciing phat trién rat da dang.

Theo dau chan Nam tién, ngudi Viét mang theo tin ngudng dia phuong cua vung Bic va
Trung Bo tho Troi, tho Dat, tho Nui, tho Rung, thd Bién,... vio manh dat phuong Nam, con
san sinh thém mot s6 tin ngudng dia phuong, nhu tin nguong “Thanh Hoang Bén Canh”, thd
thém cac vi than 1a nhitng bac tién nhén c6 cong voi dét nudce, dan toc: Nguyén Hitru Canh, L&
Vin Duyét, Nguyén Trung Tryuc, Thia Khoa Huan,... Ngoai ra ¢ ca nhiing than linh thudc thé
giéi dong vat 1a ong Cop (6ng HO, 6ng Ba Muoi); ca Voi (ca Ong); ca Sau va nhiing thé luc
siéu nhién “dang so” khac, nhu: Ba Cau, Ba Chua X1, Ba Den,... Thé nén trén binh dién chung,
thé gi6i tam linh ciia ngudi Nam Bo hét stic phire tap dan xen ngay ca trong mot lang, mot xa.

2. Pic diém ton gido - tin ngwong trén ving dat Nam Bj
2.1. Lang qué Nam B¢

Lang qué Nam B¢ khong phai 1a nhiing lang qué khép kin nhu mét s lang & ving Bic -
Trung B, ma da phan la lang mo. Vi vay, ton giao - tin ngudng ¢ lang qué Nam B¢ thuong
mang xu huéng da dién, nghia la ¢ sy hoa ddng séng chung. Cong dong dan cu thude cac hé
t6n gido tin ngudng khac nhau déu ciing ton tai trong mot khong gian chung, hau nhu khong co
su d6 ki, chia r& trong quan diém tam linh. N6i cach khéc, tin ngudng hay t6n gido trén dit Nam
B§ khong doc ton dinh hinh tai mot viung dét nao; chi trr mot vai dia phuong c6 hé ton gido,
tin ngudng vuot trdi hon thoi. Chang han, ¢ nhimg ving c6 nhiéu ngudi Khmer sinh séng nhu
Tra Vinh, Séc Trang, An Giang h¢ thong chiia Khmer va hé phai Phét gido Nam tong c6 phan
ndi troi: “Dé cdp tdi tin nguong cua nguoi Khmer; ngoai tin nguong dan gian, ... nguoi Khmer
chii yéu theo Phdt gido Tiéu thira, nhwng triede dé c6 thoi ho theo dao Ba la mén, ... Nhu vy,
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Phdt gido Tiéu thira Nam tong dwoc xem nhie dao dén téc ciia nguoi Khmer Nam Bo”[1]. Pén
nay, Phat giao Nam tong c6 khoang 1,3 triéu tin do, co thé thdy hau hét cong ddng ngudi Khmer
tap trung chu yéu & cc x4 tai mot sé dia phwong gdbm: Tra Vinh, Soc Tring, An Giang, Kién
Giang,... mét it & ving O Mén (Can Tho), Long My (Hau Giang), Binh Minh (Vinh Long).

Pao Hoa Hao ¢ Nam B do Pirc Huynh gido chi, tirc Ptrc thdy Huynh Phu S6 (1920 -
1947) khai sang, ngay dau thanh 1ap tir 18/05/1939. Pao Hoa Hao phd bién & lang Hoa Hao,
huyén Phu Tén, tinh An Giang, r6i nhanh chéng lan ra cic tinh lan can bao gom: Vinh Long,
DPong Thap, Can Tho.... Ngay nay, Phat gido Hoa Hao c6 khoang hai triéu tin d6 phan 16n tap
trung dong tai mot sé dia phuwong ké trén.

Vi dao Hoi ciia ngudi Cham Chau Giang, hién nay chi c¢6 khoang 13.000 nguoi Cham tap
trung & mdt vai xa cia huyén An Pht, tinh An Giang. Hau hét ho déu theo dao Hoi.

Vé6i dao Thién Chia, c6 mot vai x c6 tin ¢6 Thién Chua déng hon, nhung ciing chinh tai
cac lang xa nay khong thiéu nhiing gia dinh theo nhitng t6n gido hodc tin ngudng khac. D6 1a
céc xa cta cac dia phuong nhu: Ap Vinh Bic, x4 Vinh Thanh, huyén Cho Lach (Ben Tre) co
ho dao Cai Mon duoc thanh 14p tir ndm 1700. Dén nay sb gido dan dugc tinh theo sb rira toi da
1én dén 25.000 nguoi. Tai ép Trung, xa Pai Phudc, huyén Cang Long (Tra Vinh) c6 ho dao Bai
Xan dugc thanh 1ap nam tir cudi thé ky XVIII, dén nay sé giao dan c6 khoang 3500 ngudi. O
ép My Loi C, xa My Tu, huyén My Tt (S6c Trang) c6 ho dao Fatima dugc thanh 1ap nam 1952,
dén nay s6 gido dan co tir 2200 dén 12.000 ngudi.

2.2. Cic té chirc ton gido
2.2.1. Céc tén gido dwoc truyén bd tir nude ngodi vao Viét Nam:

Bao gém Phat gido Bic tong, Thién Chua gido, Tin Lanh,... co ché to chirc va noi quy hoat
ddng, hanh 18 cua cac ton gido nay trén dat Nam B0 mang tinh théng nhat trong ca nudc. Nghia
14, khong co su khac biét ndo mang tinh ving mién trong chinh nghi thic ton gido; co chang,
su khac biét ¢6 thé co 1a do phong tuc, tap quan cua nguoi dan tai cac ving mién nay da ap
dung, thé hién vao trong cac nghi I&, trong hoat dong ton gido ma thoi. Chang han, cac ngay 18
16n trong gigo luat ctia Phat gido va Thién Chua gido du & mién nao ciing 1 nhimg ngay 18 duoc
quy dinh chung, viéc to chirc diéu hanh ton gido ciing vay. Trong pham vi ca nudc, Phat gido
c6 Giao hoi Phat giao Viét Nam chu tri; Thién Chua gido c6 Hoi dong Giam muc Viét Nam.

2.2.2. Cac ton gido phat sinh tir trong nuoc:

Tai ving dat Nam B0 c6 cac dao chu yéu: Cao Dai, Phat giao Hoa Hao, Tu An Hiéu Nghia,
Buu Son Ky Huong,... Cac dao nay chi ton tai trong pham vi dia phuong ¢ mdt s6 tinh, thanh
Nam Bo. Ching han, cac ton giao Phat giao Hoa Hao, T An Hiéu Nghia, Biru Son Ky Huong
hoat dong chu yéu trén vung dat An Giang, m¢ rong ¢ mot vai tinh thanh lan can nhu: Kién
Giang, Pong Thap, Can Tho. Riéng dao Cao Dai lai chia ra nhiéu hé phai, c6 kiéu t6 chirc va
hoat dong hanh dao mang nhiing nét riéng. C6 it nhat ba h¢ phai chinh 1a Cao Dai Ty Ninh;
Cao Pai Bén Tre va Cao Pai Can Tho. S& di c6 tinh trang nay vi cac vi sang 14p c6 nhimg diéu
khong cung quan diém v&i nhau: “Héi Thanh Dai Pao Tam Ky Phé Pé Toa Thanh Tdy Ninh
la t6 chite Hoi Thanh Cao Pai chinh thong duy nhat dwge hinh thanh sau Pai Lé Khai Pao
ngdy Ram thang 10 nam Binh Dan (ticc ngay 19 thang 11 nam 1926) tai chua Go Kén, con goi
la Tir Lam Tw, Tdy Ninh. Cdc chire sdc dau tién da hinh thanh nén t6 chivc Hoi Thanh Ciru
Tring Pai, sau thém Hi Thanh Hiép Thién Pai, hop thanh Héi Thanh Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé
Do. Tuy nhién, tw truwoc khi Hoi Thanh Pai DPao Tam Ky Ph(f Do dwoc hinh thanh, giita cdac
chike sdc dau tién da phdt sinh mét s6 mau thudn. Ngé Minh Chiéu vén la tin d6 Cao Pai dau
tién, da tir choi ngéi vi Gido téng va khéng tham gia Hoi Thanh, ciing véi mét sé tin hivu hinh
thanh mét hé phdi Cao Dai riéng, khong té chirc gido héi, ma vé sau goi la hé phdi Cao Pai
Chiéu Minh. Sau khi Héi Thanh Cao Pai doi tir chiia Go Kén vé Toa Thanh Tay Ninh nhw hién
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nay, mot sé chire sdc da ly khai va hinh thanh nhiéu hé phdai Cao Pai khdc nhau, ¢6 t6 chirc
Gido Hoi lan khong to chirc Giao Hoi,...” [7].

2.3. Cac dao ngi tai 6 Nam Bo

Céc dao c6 ton chi hoat dong theo tinh than hoa déng ton gido hodc dung hoa tin 1y nhur:
Pao Cao Dai, dao Dura, Phat gido Hoa Hao, Tir An Hiéu Nghia,...

Cao Dai hoa dong ton gido & diém dung hop tinh than tin ngudng nhiéu t6n gido 16n, bao
gém: Phat, Pao, Nho, Hé)i, Thién Chua,... Tham chi ton gido nay con thd phung mot s6 nhan
vat “cd tiéng” trong xa hoi Viét Nam ciing nhu nhiéu tén tudi khac trén thé giéi nhu: “Nguyén
Trdi; Nguyén Binh Khiém, Truwong Vinh Ky; Victor Hugo; Tén Ddt Tién,...” [7].

Dao Dira 1a mét t6n gido do 6ng Nguyén Thanh Nam (1910 - 1990) sang lap tai Con Phung
trude nam 1975 tai Bén Tre. Pao nay hién khong dugc Chinh phu nhin nhan 1a mdt ton gido.
Tuy nhién, xét trén tinh thén cua dao nay trong thoi gian ton tai, chung ta thiy: Pao Dira chu
truong hoa dong ton giao, tong hop nhiéu ton gido, dic biét 1a Phat gido va Kitd gido. Phan 16n
goi 12 dao Dira, vi nghi rang ngudi sang 1ap dao chi dung lwong thuc 1a “dira”, lai ¢6 ngudn goc
khéi phat tai Bén Tre von 1 xt sO, qué huong cia cdy dira. C6 18 nén hiéu day 1a “dao Vira”,
khéi niém “vira” ham y vira chép nhén ton gido nay, vira chép nhén ton gido khac; no6i khac di,
“vira” & day da thé hién tinh hoa dong cta tinh than t6n gido ndy. Co 1& do ngudi dan Nam Bo
hau hét ¢ khuynh huéng phat am “vira” déu thanh “dira™; tirc 13, tir Am vi thé hién trén con chit
1a “y- duge thé hién thanh m vi dugc thé hién trén con chit 1a “d-.

Phat gido Hoa Hao tuy tiép thu trén nén tang Phat Gido Dai thira, nhung dao nay dugc Buc
thay Huynh Pha S6 luot khao nhiéu ndi dung cua dao Phat ma thay vao d6 mot sé ndi dung
khac theo phap mén: “hoc Phdt - tu Nhdn” lam can ban va chu trwong “su hanh tai gia”. Tinh
than ton gido nay 1a “hoa hdo”, tic dung nap, hoa tron nhiéu diéu tot dep. Vi vay, nhiéu khi
khong thudc ton giao nao ma thuoc nhiing van dé xa hoi cua dat nude. P6 chinh 1a tinh than
ctia dang sang 1ap nhu Dtc thady Huynh Pha S6 da viét: “Tir vi nuedc con ghi linh miéu. Thdc vi
doi thanh sir danh bia”. Hay: “Ta c6 tinh yéu rdt dwom nong. Yéu nguoi yéu lan ci non séng.
Tinh yéu chan chira trong hoan vii. Khong thé riéng yéu khach md hong. Néu khdc mad hong
muén dwoc yéu. Thi trong tam tri phdi xoay chiéu. Huéng vé phung sw cho ddn tc. S€ gdp tinh
ta trong khoi yéu”.

2.4. Tin ngwéng trén viing dit Nam Bj

Ngoai nhitng than, linh vat dugc mang theo 1am hanh trang tinh than trong cuéc Nam tién;
cha 6ng ngudi Nam B6 con tiép thu va tao dung thém nhiing “Thanh Hodng Bon Canh” thich
hop véi nhu cau cua nguoi dan dia phuong. Viée ghi cong dirc va ton thanh “zha in” cho nhiing
vi than v6n 1a ngudi co cong trong xdy dung, chién d4u, mo rong va bao vé bo ¢oi qué huong;
cho ca nhitng con vat ma con nguoi biét on vi kinh trong hodc kinh sg, nhu cop, ca,...

Trén dat Nam Bo ngay nay, vi than duoc nhan dan Nam B¢ kinh trong bac nhét xép vao
hang “Thuong dang than”, 46 1a L& Thanh Hau Nguyén Hiru Canh (1650 - 1700), con goi la
Nguyén Hiru Kinh. L& Thanh Hau 1a mét nha quén sy, quan ly hanh chinh Xudt sic; nguoi co
cong 16n trong viéc mé rong bd ¢di vé phuong Nam. L& Thanh Hau duoc nhin nhan 13 nguoi
¢ cong dau trong xay dung nén moéng cho ving Bén Nghé - Sai Gon khi xua. Cac doi vua
Minh Mang va Thi¢u Tri dé truy phong 6ng la “Thuong dang than”. Bé tuong nhd cong dirc
ctia Chudng co L& Thanh Hau Nguyén Hitu Canh, rat nhiéu dia phuong khong chi nhan dan
mién Trung qué huong 6ng: Quang Binh (qué hwong ctia L& Thanh Hau), Quang Nam ma nhan
dan Nam B9 lap dén tho hodc 1ap bai vi ong nhu & Cti lao Phé (Dong Nai), dinh Minh Huong
Gia Thanh (TP.HCM), O Mén (Céan Tho), L& cong tir duong ving Chau Péc (An Giang) va
nhiéu noi tho khac tai Cho Mé6i (An Giang); Nam Vang (Campuchia),...
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Mot vi than thir hai ¢6 cong 16n véi nhan dan Nam Bé duoc ton xung voi my danh “Ong”
hay “Ong Lén Thwong” hodc “Pirc Thiwong Cong”, chinh 13 Toéng trdn Gia Dinh thanh - Ta
quan L€ Van Duyét (1764 - 1832), nguyén quan My Tho (tinh Dinh Tudng, ngay nay la tinh
Tién Giang). Nhin chung, cong trang cua 6ng dugc nhin nhan: “... Da gop cong lon giip on
dinh va phat trién khu viee Nam Ky, khién cho ving nay tir mét khu vue chiu anh huwong nang
né ciia chién tranh thanh mét khu viee binh yén va giau c6” [2].

Con rit nhiéu vi thin ¢ cong trong danh gidc gitr nude hodc phat trién bo ¢di phuong Nam,
hién dang dwogc thd ¢ nhiéu dinh than trong khip ving Nam B, nhu: Nguyén Trung Truc (1838
- 1868) qué ¢ Rach Gia (Kién Giang), Tha Khoa Huan (1830 - 1875) qué & My Tho (Tién
Giang), Thoai Ngoc Hau (1761 - 1829) qué ¢ Son Tra (Pa Ning), Thién Ho Duong (1827 -
1866) qué & Pong Thap Muoi, Truong Pinh (1820 - 1864) qué & Quang Ngii, Lanh Binh Thing
(1798 - 1866) qué & Bén Tre, Quan co Tran Van Thanh (?-1873) qué & An Giang,...”.

Vung dat Nam Bo con c6 mot sd vi than nit thude tin nguong tho Mau Viét Nam duoc
nhan dan Nam Bo dic biét ton kinh, hang ndm c6 18 via. Lén nhat 13 18 hoi Ba Chtia X & Chau
DPéc (An Giang). Ngay nay cac 18 hoi L& Via Ba Chua X{r Nti Sam duoc to chirc trang trong tir
ngdy 23 - 27 thang 4 am lich hang nam, trong d6 ngay via chinh 1 ngay 25. Céc 1& chinh gom:

> L& “tam Ba” dugc cir hanh vao luc 0 gio dém 23 rang 24 thang 4 am lich.

> L& “thinh sdc” tlrc rude sic va bai vi Thoai Ngoc Hau cuing hai phu nhan tir Son ling
ve micu Ba, dugc cir hanh luc 15 gio chiéu ngay 24.

> L& “fiic yér” 1a dang 18 vat (18 vat chinh 14 con heo tring) va tién hanh nghi thirc cing
Ba, luc 0 gio khuya dém 25 rang 26.

> L& “xdy chau” mé dau cho viéc hat bo (con goi 1a hat boi hay hat tudng).
> L& “chdnh té” duoc cir hanh vao 4 gid sang ngay 27.

> L& “hoi sac” duoc ct hanh lac 16 gio chiéu cung ngay, ngay sau khi le “chanh t&” két
thiic. Pay 1a 18 dem sic va bai vi Thoai Ngoc Hau cuing hai phu nhan vé lai Son ling.

Ving dat Nam Bo nhiing ngay dau moi khai pha nguoi dan phai d6i mat voi nhidu rii ro
tir cac thé luc trong ty nhién; nho c6 mudi, dia; 1on c6 ca sdu, cop, beo,... Ngoai ca Voi duge
goi 1a ca “Ong” duoc ngu dan ving bién t6n thd trong ca nude. Khong 13, tir thoi diém nao
ngudi dan Nam B khong chi sg cop ma con té ra rat kinh trong cop. Tir d6, ngudi dan dit cho
con vat nay nhiéu my tir ton kinh, nhu: “Ong Cop, Ong H6, Ong Ba Muoi,...”. C6 1& truyén
thong tin ngudng nay dugc tlep nhan manh mé & Nam B9 ciing 1a chiu anh hu’O’ng ciia mot soO
nén van hoa phuong Bong von 1a qué huong, xir s cua cop nhu Trung Qudc, An b9,... Ngoai
ra, con cd rat nhiéu truyén thuyét, truyén dan gian Viét Nam va thé gii noi vé on nghla cua
loai vat dugc ménh danh 14 “Chuia son ldm” nay. Hién nay, tai Nam B co rat nhiéu dinh than
tho con vat nay, nhu: Dinh My Ludng (Cho Mdi - An Giang), dinh Binh Thay (Binh Thuy -
Can Tho), dinh Tan Kiéng (Quan 5 - Sai Gon), dinh Thanh Pirc (Tay Ninh),...

Cay lua la cay luong thuc chinh cta Viét Nam; dac biét khu vuc Nam B9 von 12 vua lua
ctia ca nude dé du trit luong thuc qudc gia va xuat khau. Vi vay, khong la gi & x{r s nay va
riéng khu viuec Nam B9 hién nay con cé rat nhiéu dinh than ton kinh vi “Than Nong”. Theo trang
ctia Bo Vin hoa, Thé thao va Du lich trong bai “Lé& cung Than Nong trong cac ngdi dinh & Nam
B0 co ghi:

“O Nam bg, Than Néng ciing dwoc tho cing ¢ dinh lang va gdn véi cdc 1é héi ciing dinh.
Nguroi ta cung T) hdan Néng béi vi than nay theo quan niém dan gian 1 vi than tréng coi liia gao,
day dén cdy cdy, gitip cho mua thudn gié hoa, miia mang béi thu.

Ban tho Than Nong dwoc dat trudc san dinh hodac o mot goc san dinh, dé 16 thién, khong
mdi che, chi gom mot bé dat, co noi nguoi ta xay buc tho bang xi mang, trén do co ghi dong
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chit “Nén Xa Tdc”, hodc c6 noi ngudi ta xdy miéu tho, trong miéu cé tam bang tho ghi hai chiv
“Than Néng” bang chit Han. O mét vdi noi do chién tranh tan phd, do mwa gié ciia thién nhién
nén buc tho Than Nong khong con nita, nguoi ta ciing khong xdy méi ma cir dé nhw thé cing.
Khi ciing, nguwoi ta trdi chiéu ra, ddt thire ciing 1én dé réi ciing bdi.

Thirc cing, ngoai hwong dang, tra qua, nhan dan ta con cung xoi, thit, heo. Co noi cung
dé, gao, muoi. Heo hodc dé thi ciing song (da lam xong) dé nguyén con, dem heo gac trén goi.
Bén canh @6 la dia do long, heo, long, huyét, mot con dao nhé - ngu ¥ la heo con song, tot va
moi than dimg dao xé thit. Pdu heo dat quay vdo noi tho than” [4].

Tin ngudng dan gian 1a hé thong tadm linh méd. Véi dan toc Viét Nam, sy truong tdn cua hé
théng cac vi than linh ndy dwgc xem nhu sitc manh tinh than gitp nhan dan vuoc qua nhimg
kho khan, nghich canh trong qua trinh dung xay dat nudc va bao vé bo ¢di non séng. Mt khac,
lich str dén tgc truong ton van t1ep tuc va khong ngimg bd sung nhiing vi than méi cho céc thé
hé mai sau ndi tiép, gin gitr truyén thong t6n tho.

3. Két luén

T6n gido va tin ngudng 1a nhu cau tim linh & mdi con nguoi. Nhu cau nay dugc Nha nudc
Viét Nam cam két bao vé. Thét ra, tin ngudng hay t6n giao chan chinh luén hucmg con ngu(n
lam diéu thién, biét yéu tha nhan, ddng loai, biét quy trong sinh mang, pham gia cia moi con
nguoi. Ca viée quy trong sir song cua loai vat, co cay da mang lai diéu tét cho con ngudi. Thé
nén moi nguoi ¢6 nhu cau tin ngudng, ton gido thi do 1a quyén ty do ctia ho duoc phép luat cam
két bao vé, ciing nhu Nha nu¢c da thira nhan quyen tu do khong tin ngudng & nhitng cd nhan
khong c6 nhu cau. Vi vay, khong thé ¢ 1y do gi dé c¢6 thé gy chia 1& trong mot cong dong dan
toc ¢6 ca hai khdi: Ton gido - tin ngudng va khong ton gido - tin ngudng.
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