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Tom tit — Phong tuc 1a mét trong nhiing thanh t6 van hoa kha dic sic va ndi bat cua toc ngudi Viét
ving Tay Nam Bo. Cé thé néi, day 1a nhiing gia tri tinh than ciia con ngudi ving dit nay, c6 anh huéng,
tac dong rat 16n dén doi séng tam linh va sinh hoat vin hoa cta cu dan ving Tay Nam B9, tiéu biéu la
toc ngudi Viét. Trong bai viét nay, ching t6i sir dung phuong phap thong ké — phan loai va phuong phap
phan tich — tong hop dé tim hiéu nhiing biéu hién phong tuc ciia nguoi Viét ving Tay Nam Bg qua truyén
ngan cia Nguyen Ngoc Tu, gop phan phac hoa doi séng tinh than cia cu dan Viét trong qua trinh sinh
ton trén vung dat méi. Nhitng dic trung nay duoc tac gia khic hoa kha 16 nét trong 7 tap truyén ngan tiéu
biéu duoc viét tir nam 2001 dén ndm 2016, gop phan the hién sy chiém nghiém va thiu hiéu cia tac gia
v6i van hoa tinh than clia con nguoi ving song nudc mién Tay.

Abstract — Customs is one of the unique and outstanding cultural elements of the Vietnamese ethnic
group in the Southwest region. It can be said that these are the spiritual values of the people of this land,
which have a great impact on the spiritual life and cultural activities of people in the Mekong Delta,
typically is a Vietnamese ethnic group. In this article, we use the statistical method - classification and
the method of analysis - synthesis to understand the expressions of customs of the Vietnamese people in
the Southwest region through the short story of Nguyen Ngoc Tu, contributing to outline illustrating the
spiritual life of Vietnamese residents in the process of survival in the new land. These features are clearly
portrayed by the author in 7 typical short stories series written from 2001 to 2016, contributing to
expressing the author's contemplation and understanding with the spiritual culture of the Vietnamese
ethnic group in Southwest region.

Tir khéa — Truyén ngan, phong tuc ngudi Viét, Tay Nam B0, custom, Vietnamese customs.

1. Giéi thiéu

Ngudi Viét sinh sdng ¢ ving Tay Nam Bo ¢6 ngudn gdc 13 nhitng ngudi di dan tir mién
Bic, mién Trung tién vao Nam tir chinh sach khan hoang ciia cac chila Nguyén thé ki XVII,
hau hét 13 ngudi Thuan Quang, mang theo vao ving dat méi nhitng phong tuc vén c6 va phan
nao bién doi cho pht hop véi mdi sinh noi day. Vi thé, thanh t van héa tinh than nay ctia nguoi
Viét kha phong pht va da dang, anh hudng dén nhitng sang tac van hoc cia dia phuong. Viét
vé dat va nguoi chau tho song Ctru Long véi nhitng nét van hoa tinh than doc ddo, mot trong
nhitng céi tén cua van hoc Tay Nam B hién dai kha thanh cong trong viéc phac hoa dac trung
phong tuc ctia ngudi Viét vao truyén ngin cia minh c6 thé ké dén 1a Nguyén Ngoc Tu.

Panh diu thanh cong dau tién véi tap truyén ngan Ngon dén khong tit — giai nhat cudc van
dong sang tac Van hoc tudi 20 1an II nim 2000, dén nay Nguyén Ngoc Tu la mdt trong s6 it
nha van tré duoc doc gia mén mo véi van phong binh di, dan da. Bén canh nhimng biéu hién kha
dic sic cua van héa vat chat (am thyc, nha &, trang phuc, phuong tién di chuyen) thi Nguyén
Ngoc Tu cling phan anh nhing gia tri van hoéa tinh than qua cac truyén ngan ctia minh, trong
d6 co thé ké dén phong tuc. D6 chinh 1a mot trong nhitng thanh cong cua tac gia thé hién qua
céc tap truyén: Ngon dén khong tdt, Giao thira, Canh dong bat tan, Gié 1é va 9 cau chuyén khac,
Khéi troi Iong ldy, Pdao, Khéng ai qua song.
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2. Noi dung
2.1. Khdi qudt vé phong tuc

PN YS

Phong tuc c6 nghia gan véi “tap tuc”, “tap quan”, dugc li giai trong Tur dién tiéng Viét 1a
“thdi quen da co tir lau doi, da an sdu vao doi song xd hoi, dwoc moi nguoi cong nhan va lam
theo” (Hoang Phé (chu bién), 2009, tr.1007). Tran Ngoc Thém trong Tim vé ban sdc van hoa
Viét Nam dua ra quan niém: “Phong tuc la nhitng théi quen dn sdu vao doi séng xa héi tir lau
doi, dwoc dai da s6 thira nhdn va lam theo” (Trﬁn Ngoc Thém, 1996, tr.256). Vuong Bﬁng sau
khi tong hop nhiéu dinh nghia di dua ra khai niém: Phong tuc 13 “cdc théi quen tir ldu doi ciia
dai da sé cdc cd nhan trong mét xd hdi hay mét quéc gia dwoce dic két thanh nhiing mau mirc
lew truyén tiv doi nay qua doi khdc, co kha nang rang bugc anh huong dén doi song cd nhan
trong xd hoi hay quoc gia do, va ciing bi thay doi dan dan theo thoi gian” (Vuong Dang, 2014,
tr.15). Nhu vay, c6 thé noi, vin hoa duoc két tinh tir phong tuc, nghia la nho ¢6 phong tuc, cac
dic trung ciia van hoa méi duge biéu hién. Theo Tran Ngoc Thém, mot sb phong tuc & mién
Tay Nam B6 c6 thé ké dén 1a: Phong tuc sinh né va nudi dudng, phong tuc truong thanh, phong
tuc hon nhéan, phong tuc tang ma (thugc nhom nghi 1 vong doi); _phong tuc té tur (18 clng gio,
18 Ky Yén/ cau an); 18 tét va 1& hoi. O ddy, hon nhan, tang ma, 18 tét va 1& hoi duoc nhic dén
nhu 13 nhitng yéu t6 dién hinh cho vin hoa phong tuc ngudi Viét ving Tdy Nam B¢ trong so
sanh voi nguoi Viét noi chung (Tran Ngoc Thém, 2018, tr.250).

2.2. Nhitng biéu hién ciia phong tuc ngwoi Viét ving Tay Nam Bé qua truyén ngin ciia
Nguyén Ngoc Tw

Qua khao sat cua tac gia trén ngit liéu 07 tap truyén ngdn cua Nguyén Ngoc Tu tir nim
2001 dén nam 2016, nhimng biéu hién phong tuc cta nguoi Viét ving Tay Nam Bo duoc nhic
dén 131 lan, trong d6 phong tuc vé vong doi chiém khoang 65% (85 1an, chii yéu noi vé hon
nhan, tang ma, clng gid) va 1& hoi néi chung chiém khoang 35% (46 lan, dé cap dén 18 Tét
Nguyén dan, 1& Ky Yén, 1€ Giang sinh).

2.2.1. Phong tuc lién quan dén nghi 1é vong doi:

Trude day, hon 1& ciia nguoi mién Tay ciing mang nhiéu 18 nghi, tuan theo khuén kho.
Trude khi chinh thic tré thanh vo chong, ngudi nam va nguoi nit phai trai qua nhiéu nghi thirc
phue tap. Nguoi dén ddng bang séng Ciru Long coi trong tuc 1& nay nham dé cao tim quan
trong ctia hon 1&. Pay 1a viéc quan trong ca doi nén khong thé qua loa, so sai: “Liic ndy, dn
chdo khuya xong, ba Hué biéu cd nha ra dang trieée, ong dot nhang khan trude ban the lam 1é
xudt gid cho con gdi ut. Chuwa dii 1é thi md Hué da khéc oa’ " (Hué lay chong) Tuy nhién, do
tinh phong khoang va it cau né, ngay nay hon 1& chi con ba 1&: L& dam, le hoi va 18 cudi (Tran
Ngoc Thém chu bién, 2018, tr.252). Viéc rat gon hon 18 khong phai vi tam quan trong cua no
bi giam di, nhung vi cudc séng ngay cang hién dai, cac 1& nghi khong rudm ra can dugc loai bo
dé phu hop véi thoi dai hon. Bén canh d6, d6i luc gia canh cua hai gia dinh khong di kha nang
dé thyc hién hon 18 dung theo truyén thong, khi 4y, viéc rat gon cac 18 nghi 1a diéu khong thé
tranh khoi.

Mot diém dang cha ¥ khac cua phong tuc hon 18 & mién Tay 1a gia dinh khong qua khic
khe trong viéc sap dit hon nhan, nghia 1a con cai khong nhat thiét phai cudi hoi theo ¥ ciia cha
me, ho dugc tu do hon trong viéc dung vo ga chéng va tht nhién, mén dang hd ddi cling khong
qua khat khe. D6 chinh 1a mot trong nhimg diém lam ndi bat tinh phong khoang, mé thoang
clia ngudi dan ddng bang chau thd. Mot diém khac tao nén nét dic trung cho 18 cudi ¢ khu vuc
nay la viéc dua rude dau bang xudng ghe. Ngudi mién Tay di tin dung phuong tién di chuyén
chu yéu 13 xudng ghe dé dua rude dau, day dugc xem la phuong an kha thi nhat: “Du lic nay
cdu hai mueoi hai tudi, dang cho mot xuong cdy vé > bdc cdi cau ra song, phong ho mai rudc ddu
vdo gio nuée rong, xuong dang trai c¢é thé dé dang cdp bén” (Thém ning sau lung), hay trong
truyén ngan Nh6 song: “Sdng sau, Giang mdc do dai tir dwdi ghe buéc 1én, ong tho chup dnh
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chup dwgc mot pé dep oi la dep, dep nhat la quanh Giang mé béng tra vang rung toi boi ling
litng nhuw hang tram cai chuong” (Nho song). Day la mot trong nhitng déc trung tiéu biéu vé
viée tan dung xudng ghe dé d6i pho véi nhimng khé khan dic thu vé dia hinh ciia ving song
nudc mién Tay.

Néu hon 18 1a s quan tam, lo lang cho cudc song gia dinh ma cha me danh cho con cai thi
tang ma va le gid thé hién long hiéu nghia cta con cai danh cho cha me. Cac dang sinh thanh
khong thé séng mii cung con chau, mot ngdy nao dé ho s& phai vé ¢di vinh hing. Do d6, tang
ma va 18 gid 1a dip dé con chau tudong nhd dén ong ba, cha me sau khi mat. Ciing nhu cac phong
tuc khac, nét dic trung cua tang ma mién Tay Nam B0 da phan xuat phat tir tinh phong khoang,
khong cau n¢ thu tyc ruom ra cua nguoi Viét. Bén canh do, trai voi viée lam khong khi néng
né thém cuia phong tuc mién Bic, tang ma vung dong bang song Ciru Long ¢b géng gitp sy dau
budn nay tré nén nhe nhang hon. D01 vé6i ho, s quyén luyén, dau kho ctia ngudi con song khlen
nguoi ra di khong nd roi bo coi tran, khong thé siéu thoat. Thé nén, khong khi tang ma ¢ mién
Tay tuy van thé hién su tiéc thuong nhung ciing khong qué ning né.

Bén canh d6, nhd sy da dang vé tin ngudng va tén gido, tang ma ¢ khu vuc nay thudng
duoc t6 chue theo phong tuc riéng cua tén gido ma nguc‘ri mét da timg theo. Theo phong tuc &
ddng bang chau tho, sau tang 1 ba ngay la 1& “khai mo” (md cira ma) voi ngu y muon linh hon
ngudi da khudt duoc cac vi ton than dan dit d¢én noi cuc lac, khong con van vuong quanh quan
bén x4c chét nita (Tran Ngoc Thém, 2018, tr.264): “Cam gidac giong hét nhu khi Tay nhin nguoi
ta khép chat me trong bon tam van, dem vii xuong ddt. Liic @6 Tdy mwoi bon tuoz cam thdy
khéng on chut nao, nhirng lan vé thirc héi me oi dong phuc con dau, ma khéng tiéng ai vong
lai. Khéng on khi ciing mé cika md, mdt miii cha Tdy twoi réi, 6m ghi dién thoai” (Chi gid tra
101 cau hoi).

Sau khi tang 18 hoan tat, tiry theo cac ngay c6 dinh ma ngudi dan s& tién hanh cling bai rat
trang nghiém dé vong linh ngudi méat duoc an 1ong, c6 thé diém dén mot sé dip nhu cung that
(7 ngay), that thi ba (21 ngay), thir bay (49 ngay), 100 ngay, hét nam, man tang (3 nam),... Cac
dip nay ciing dugc Nguyén Ngoc Tu nhac den trong truyén ngan cua minh: “Chj Chin bén xom
qua quyét né phdi quan trong thé nao, an glau bi mdt lam, me Tham mdi ghi lai. Puwa to gidy
bao son rach cho dira con vao hom cung tuan thir hai ciia ba me, Chin nin thé nhu trao mét di
thw” (Tham); hay nhu trong tic pham Mot dong xudi mai miét: “Nhuwng hai anh em khéng &
chung nha, ca mot quang dai khong gap, anh quén ca khuon mat cia né. Hom cung giap nam
md anh, bay dia vit lugc phay voi nai chudi chin lén ban, long Sdng bdt chot con cdo. Sdang
quyét dinh vé Rach Giong”.

Sau ngay gid dau (giap ndm), méi ndm ngudi nha déu to chirc cliing gid vao ngdy mat cua
ngudi di khuat, véi udc mong ong ba to tién s& phi ho cho con chau dwoc binh an: “Téi thirong
Vinh suét, thwong nhitng lan dam gi6 chii Ut Hon, thang Vinh cam ndm nhang ngodi ra sau,
héi: “Bdc Hai, néi lam sao?”. “Cdi thang, day khéng biét bao nhiéu lan réi, néi vdy né, bita
nay ram {thang hai, nha minh lam bita com, con moi cha véan”” (Vét chim troi). Piéu d6 clng
dugc thé hién trong truyén ngan Bang quo khoi nang “Chi nho gio nam ngodi duw dén may
mdm, don dep xong ca nha buén rii nhu con chii u. Gié dé anh khong uong giot ruou nao, lic
véng sudt budi chiéu nhw da chim hit khéng ddy dwoc nita”. Ké tuc truyén théng hiéu nghia
cua nguoi Viét, nguoi mién T4y van ludn thé hién tém 1ong hiéu thao ctia minh danh cho nhiing
nguoi than qua doi bang phong tuc tang ma va 18 gid, phong tuc nay vira thé hién truyén thong
udng nude nhé ngudn, vira toat 1én nhitng dic trung riéng ctia ngudi dan dong bang song Ciru
Long.

2.2.2. Phong tuc lién quan dén Ié tét va 1é hji

Ngoai nhiing phong tuc vé vong doi cua con nguoi, ngudi Viét vang Tay Nam Bo con co
nhirng ngay hoi truyén thong the hién nét ddc trung cua phong tuc khu vuc nay, dac biét hon ca
la 1€ tet va 1€ hoi. Trong nhitng ngay 1€ tét nhu Tét Nguyén dan (01/01), Tét Thugong nguyén
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(15/01), Tét Han thuc (03/3), Tét Poan ngo (05/5), Tet Trung nguyén (15/7), Tét Trung thu
(15/8) va Tét Ha nguyén (15/10), Tét Nguyén dan nim gilr vai tro dac biét quan trong 601 voi
ngudi dan ddng bang chau thd [19; 270]. Pay 1a ngay 18 khoi dau cua nim moi, voi niém tin
ngay dau nam thuan loi s& gitp cho ca nim dugc an khang, thinh vuong, ngudi mién Tay dic
biét dé cao gia tri va t6 chuc 18 Tét nay mot cach trang nghiém, théan trong, ho thuong tranh
nhimng chuyén dau budn vi s¢ ndi dau ay sé& di theo sudt mot nam: “Chi ¢é Nguyén, anh do,
“Troi oi méi ming ba Tét ma khéc kiéu nay cd nam xui lam d6. Ma, chuyén gi vdy, cé gi
khong?”” (Ngay da qua).

Khong khi Tét Nguyén dan bét ddu ron rd tir ngay 23 thang Chap — 1& cling tién 6ng T4o
vé Troi. Trong ngay ay, cac gia dinh bét dau don dep nha cura, trang hoang ban tho, don dep mo
phan nguoi than, tam cho Ong Dia va Thén Tai,... din dan cho dén ngay Tét. Cao trio clia viée
chuan bi d6n Tét ctia ngudi mién Tay chinh la le Giao thira — thoi khéc chuyen giao gitta nam
cll va nam moi. Vao lic nira dém ngay cubi ndm, ngudi dan bay mam cd dé cung giao thira ca
trong nha 1an ngoai troi, cau mong cho nim méi duoc thuan loi, sudn sé: Nghe dwoc tzeng
tréng giao thira vong vé tir trung tam thi xa. O dé c¢6 mt 1é héi that tung bing. Ong Chin dot
6 nén nhang, chia cho Dam nua, biéu: “Con cung giao thira di. Céu an khang, surc khoe, cau
nam toi giau hon nam nay”” (Giao thtra).

So véi mién Trung va mién Bic, ngay Tét & mién TAy noi riéng va Nam B n6 chung c6
vai diém khac biét. Chang han, nguoi mién Téy thay banh chung truyen thong bang banh tét,
thay hoa dao bang hoa mai,... Vi niém tin truyen théng 1a ngay Tét s& anh huong dén ca nam,
ngudi mién Tay vo clng than trong va chudn bi chu d4o, thé hién nhiing dic trung vé phong
tuc cua cu dan noi day.

Néu dip 1 pho bién va thién vé vat chét thuong goi 1a 18 tét, thi dip 1& & riéng timg dia
phuong va thién vé tinh than dugc xem 1a 18 hoi (Trﬁn Ngoc Thém, 2018, tr.269). Tung ton
gi4o, timg tin ngudng sé cé nhing 18 hoi riéng cia minh. Chang han nhu 1 hoi Ba Chua X, 18
hoi Linh Son Thanh MAau, hoi Nghinh Ong (tin ngudng thd ca voi), 1& Ky Yén (tin ngudng
Thanh Hoang Bon Canh), 18 via Ptic Chi Ton (dao Cao Dai), 18 ky niém ngay khai dao (Phat
giao Hoa Hao), 1¢ Phat dan (Phat giao), 1 Giang sinh (Cong gido, Tin lanh),.. . L& hoi tiéu biéu
nhat dugc Nguyen Ngoc Tu nhic dén trong truyén ngan cua minh la 18 hoi Ky Yén (cting dinh).
Khéc véi le tét, 1& hoi Ky Yén dugc to chire tiy theo ting dia phurong, khong phu thudc vao
mot ngay cb dinh nén chi duoc xem 1a 18 hoi. Nguoi dan hay goi 1a 1€ Ky Yén la ctng dinh:
“Mot bita Tim hi mili cdi rét, ldy cui tay lau nude mdt, néi voi chi dau, mai di coi ciing dinh.”
(Nut 40) hay “Ong gia sira xe di vang, nghe noi lam chu 1é cho dam ciing dinh”’ (Mua qua trang
gi0). Trong ngay hoi ay, nguoi dan tu hop vé dinh lang v6 cung dong duc, vira dé du 18, cau
binh an va ciing vira dé xem hat.

Ngoai ra, mot s6 18 hoi cua ton gido cing duoc Nguyen Ngoc Tu dé cap, don ctr nhu 18
Noel (1& Giang Sinh): “Con gdu nay la qua anh tdng cho thang bé vao dip Noel trieée. Hom dé
ong gia Noel ldc chuéng giao qua tdn nha, bg rdu gia che nika mdt, bung don to khénh khang,
nhung ong gia khéng chiic thang nhé ngoan, hoc giéi ma cir dirng dwce ra nhin cha con anh roi
b6 di mét nuwée” (Mua mit rung). Qua do, nguoi doc co thé nhan ra 1 hoi ciia ngudi Viét &
dong bang song Ciru Long vo cung da dang, tuy da phan gin hen vOi tin ngudng, tén gido
nhung lai khong bi bo bude, thu hep boi cac tin ngudng va ton giao ay. O mién Tay, ngudi dan
c6 thé thoai mai tham dy cac 18 hoi truyén thong ma khong qua quan trong minh c6 thude tin
ngudng va tén gido ay hay khong. Do ciing 1a diém ndi bat vé tinh phong khoang cua ngudi
Viét mién song nudc Tay Nam Bo.
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3. Két luan

Nhirng dac trung yé phong tuc di phan nao thé hién dugc doi sdng tinh than phong phu

clia ngudi Viét ving ddng bang song Ciru Long qua truyén ngén ctia nha vian Nguyén Ngoc Tu.
Nguoi Viét ving Tay Nam Bo vira ké thira nhitng thoi quen da in sau vao tdm thirc cong dong
noi ban quan vira bién d6i cho phu hop véi ving dat méi, tao nén nét dic sic riéng mang dam
chét viing mién cho phong tuc ctia tdc ngudi minh. Vin héa tinh than cta nguoi Viét vung Tay
Nam Bo n6i chung, phong tuc néi riéng di gop phan khong nho cho truyén ngin cta Nguyén
Ngoc Tu thém da dang va ddc dao.
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